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Pablo Escobar's Tulum mansion becomes art-filled boutique hotel

Dan Howarth | 2 July 2017 |  28 comments

A prominent art dealer has turned an estate once owned by infamous drug baron Pablo
Escobar into luxury accommodation filled with items from his collection.

Located in the Mexican beach resort of Tulum, Casa Malca was renovated and turned
into a hotel by New York-based Lio Malca – who deals contemporary works by the likes
of Jean-Michel Basquiat and Kaws.

The property was abandoned after Escobar – the world's wealthiest-ever drug lord, who
built and acquired many properties for himself across the Americas – died in 1993. His
life story forms the basis for current Netflix series Narcos.

The villa was rediscovered in 2003 and returned to its original owner, before Malca
stumbled upon the mansion in 2012 and bought it soon after.

He has since embarked on an ongoing project to overhaul the buildings and
surrounding land into a five-star hotel, operated by Design Hotels.

It opened with nine bedrooms in 2015, but Malca is constantly adding to the site, which
hugs 180 metres of white sand beach.

After a short drive along a winding palm-lined track, guests arrive at a forecourt
covered with Persian rugs.

A pair of giant doors disguised in a huge wall covered in tree bark form the principal
entrance.

Inside the lobby, paintings, sculptures and furniture by some of the most revered
contemporary artists and designers are displayed against white walls and polished
concrete floors.

The art across the hotel is frequently rotated, so returning guests can enjoy different
works.

Other ground-floor rooms in the villa include a bar lined with graphic black-and-white
wallpaper.

A spiral staircase provides access to the roof, where a terrace bar frequently hosts
events and a tower offers views over the lush tropical landscape.

Along with the accommodation in the mansion itself, a row of small two-storey
buildings was recently built along the beach in the same architectural style.

Each has one guest suite per floor – bringing the hotel's total to 42 rooms. Plans are in
place to add more.

Full-height glass doors slide open directly onto the sand, while the tall rooms are
decorated with a stark palette similar to the main property. Red velvet curtains, rugs
and other soft furnishings add colour.

At the end of the row is a larger building that houses another bar and restaurant, which
is panelled with chunky lengths of rough timber.

Tables spill onto patios that face the beach and a large swimming pool, which is lined
with iridescent blue tiles.

There's also a hidden underground steam room that lights up in different colours like a
James Turrell installation, and exits directly to the pool.

Locally made hammocks slung between palms and wooden cabanas on the sand provide
ample opportunities to lie and relax.

Tulum is located on the Caribbean coast of Mexico's Yucatán peninsula, known as the
Riviera Maya. The area has become a trendy getaway destination in recent years and
subsequently seen a boom in hotel development.

Further up the beach, a sculptural treehouse suite was recently added to an eco-resort.

Read more: Architecture  Mexico  Hotels  Renovations  Tulum  Boutique hotels  
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Elyse Frances Enger • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

The decor is hit-and-miss. Some of the elements like the steam room and the pools work well, but others are not.

For instance, the entrance would look good if subdued colours were used. The modern furniture has to go, especially
the faux rococo ones. I suggest replacing it with furniture made by local artisans. The art clashes with its surrounding as
well and overpowers the ambience.
△ ▽

Cement Shine • 3 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Some of these spaces are hit or miss from a design perspective. I do especially like the use of organic materials: raw
concrete, reclaimed wood and such. It is innovative, 'Modern Industrial Adobe beach house' I guess?
△ ▽

Juan García • 3 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Que guay.
△ ▽

Hamada Potter • 3 years ago • edited

• Reply •

This is the first time I have seen bad taste on purpose. Celebrating Escobar's aesthetic for sure.
 1△ ▽

Barry Perrin • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Whilst it is somewhat inspirational seeing other people's design and decor. I feel that the previous occupant's notoriety
is something that should be consigned to history and not propagated through the use of their name.
 1△ ▽

isindu  • 3 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Barry Perrin

Ditto!
△ ▽

Ndidi  • 4 years ago

• Reply •

> Barry Perrin

I agree with you.
△ ▽

Al Fresco • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

The interior design and material selection feels confused. There are nods to vintage industrial, with the coffee table and
chains/hooks for the drapes, loud and plush, opulent touches like the chairs and carpets, paired with some modern
chairs, etc. In my opinion, it is trying to draw from too many veins, making the space feel crowded and jumbled, with no
cohesive identity.
△ ▽

KDS  • 4 years ago

• Reply •

> Al Fresco

So much of that art is not suited to an open-air beach environment. The sun, salt, insects and humidity are all
going to wreak havoc on that mishmash collection.
△ ▽

Amanda Clothier  • 5 years ago

• Reply •

> Al Fresco

Agreed!
△ ▽

Elyse Frances Enger  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Amanda Clothier

I agree, these art pieces overpower the building’s modest surroundings.
△ ▽

Jessica Eken • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

It is a funky boutique hotel. It will appeal to some and not to others. It certainly is creative and beautifully located no
matter its history.

 3△ ▽

Thomas Wensing • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Dezeen: principle entrance? Strange, maybe it's because Pablo had little principles. Try principal.
 1△ ▽

Dezeen   • 5 years ago

• Reply •

Mod > Thomas Wensing

Good spot, thanks Thomas!
 2△ ▽

Eveline Mos • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

I like the swimming pool and the dining area (and pretty dislike the rest) but wonder where the references to the
previous owner are hidden. Did anyone see something?
△ ▽

Diego Paolo Gómez Arienzo • 5 years ago

• Reply •

Dezeen, you should cancel this note. This is not Pablo Escobar's mansion.
△ ▽

Dezeen   • 5 years ago

• Reply •

Mod > Diego Paolo Gómez Arienzo

Hey, Diego, we've emailed you regarding this comment, could you get back in touch with us? Thanks!
Danil/Dezeen
 1△ ▽

Manuel Orvañanos Urrutia  • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Dezeen

Diego is half right, this house was built for Pablo Escobar, and here was built "next door" and at the same
time a sister house, this one for a very prominent Mexican politician, but they were never finished.

Long story short: they were abandoned for years, deteriorating under the custody of the Mexican army (a
small peloton living there in a precarious situation), until a brave young woman from NY manage to
make a deal and moved in, transforming it in a very eco-chic and low-profile hotel with a very little
budget (believed or not she is the one that first used this "eco-chic" – now a common description).

Anyway, I used to be a regular in the hotel since I have been living in the area since 1989, so I can tell you
that the decoration was a great asset, with minimal beautiful things, mainly details from around the
world that matched perfectly with the casual atmosphere of those coasts, specially in those days just
before the fast growing number of cosmopolitan guests arrived like a marabunta. Even years before this
happen, there lies still uncover the true story of how Tulum started to be a destination for European
royalty and some few Hollywood anarchists actors... maybe one of these days.
 1△ ▽
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1 Mid-level architect at Soho
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2 Designer at Grohe
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• Reply • 1△ ▽

KDS  • 4 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Manuel Orvañanos Urrutia

Marabunta! That's the perfect word to describe the sudden plague of visitors to Tulum.

This hotel is a perfect example of rich outsiders who don't understand (or care) about the spirit of
the place. Now all you see are exclusive yoga retreats, eco resorts full of Brooklynites and beach
restaurants you have to line up for. Marabunta.
△ ▽

Geofbob • 5 years ago

• Reply •

The house was possibly more tastefully decorated when it belonged to Pablo Escobar. I note that neither those who
submitted this project, nor the one about the tree house further up the coast, thought it worth mentioning that Tulum is
the site of El Castillo, a pyramid-like Mayan monument.

△ ▽

stevesunderland  • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Geofbob

What does this have to do with the post?
△ ▽

Geofbob  • 5 years ago

• Reply •

> stevesunderland

Because this former house of Pablo Escobar and the tree house I referred to are located in Tulum, which
is probably mainly known because of El Castillo. It's a little like referring to a house in Giza, Egypt, and
not bothering to mention that it's the site of the Great Pyramid. Perhaps it means more to me because
I've visited a number of Mayan sites, though not Tulum.
△ ▽

stevesunderland  • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Geofbob

So according to this logic, you can't talk about a house in New York without mentioning the
Empire State Building, the World Trade Center, Guggenheim etc?
 1△ ▽

Geofbob  • 5 years ago

• Reply •

> stevesunderland

Logic? Who mentioned logic? But if the Empire State Building was the only prominent building in
NYC, yes I would think it should be mentioned when mentioning the city. The Wikipedia entry for
Tulum begins "Tulum ... is the site of a pre-Columbian Mayan walled city ..."
△ ▽

She Grabs the Curtain • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Quite messy. Also quite funny: decorating a chique five star hotel with a carpet from IKEA :)
 1△ ▽

stevesunderland  • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> She Grabs the Curtain

What's wrong with IKEA? It looks cute and it's cheap enough to replace every week/month after it gets dirty.
△ ▽

She Grabs the Curtain  • 5 years ago

• Reply •

> stevesunderland

Nothing wrong with IKEA, but in a five star hotel you would expect more unique furniture.
△ ▽

HeywoodFloyd  • 5 years ago

• Reply •

> She Grabs the Curtain

So you do think there's something wrong with IKEA?
 1△ ▽
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